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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 
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For the Columbia Magazine. 


REFLECTIONS ON THE NEW YEAR. 


«“ The bell strikes one. 

_ But from its loss. 
Is wise in man. 

I feel the solemn sound. 


JANUARY Ist, 1815, 


We take no note of time, 
To give it then a tongue 

As if an angel spake, 

If heard aright, 


It is the knell of my departed hours. 

. Where are they? With the years beyond the flood. 
It is the signal that demands despatch : 
How much is.to be done? My hopes and fears 
Start up alarm’d, and o’er life’s narrow verge 

Look down-—on what? a fathomless abyss. 

_ A dread eternity ! how surely mine! 


* Tuat Benevolence, to which 
‘we are indebted for every thing, 


“whose streams are as constant as 


their fountain is inexhaustible, 
‘has brought us to the commence- 
Ment of a new YEAR. 
‘a Season which we are bound to 
‘employ in grateful praise for 
‘Sparing mercy, in solemn retro- 
‘spection, and in humble peni- 
tence, Although it is usually 
‘devoted to festivity and mirth by 
the ‘unthinking and the gay, it is 
‘surely more appropriately spent 

* self-examination and reflec- 
tion, than i in unmeaning dissipa- 
ion Or idle folly. 

Vor. I. No. §. 


This is. 


Young’s Night Thoughts. - 


What multitudes has the past 
year consigned to the grave ? 
How many, in its rapid course, 
have been called to the bar of 


‘judgment, whose destiny is un- 


alterably fixed for eternity? We 
have seen our friends and ac- 


quaintances sleeping in death, 
‘and have bid them adieu until 


“time shall be no longer.” ——Wnro 
HAS MADE US To DIFFER? Why 


‘have not we been summoned to 


the world of spirits? Why has 

not our day of grace ended for 

‘ever? Are we not under infinite 

obligations to praise the goodness 

which continues to be gracious, 
R 
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and to adore the long-suffering 
that is so slow to destroy /—He 
who ordains the changing sea- 
sons, has*saved us from death, 
and we now live the monuments 
of his kind compassion. The 
season suggests two important, 
duties, and reminds us of our 
obligations to discharge them.— 
fo review our past lives and 
mercies, and to form resolutions 
in the ‘strength of divine grace, 
without which we can de no good 
thing, of new and holy obedience. 
In review of the past year, how 
do the multitudes of divine fa- 
vours claim our grateful notice. 
The year. has been crowned with 
mercy as it respects us, and we 
have not wanted any good thing. 
besides the common bounties of 
Providence, we have enjoyed the 
richer blessings of his grace. 
We have possessed the word of 
God. We have been invited to 
his sanctuary, and the ordinances 
of his house. The call of mercy 
has been repeated, and pardon 
through a bleeding Sayiour’ has 
been constantly offered. Have 
we received him by faith, and 
rested on him for redemption 
through his blood? Have we fled 
to him as our refuge—as the 
Lord our righteousness ? Have 
we been affected by the solemn 
warnings of truth ? Have we im- 
proved our opportunities for 
knowing and serving the Lord? 
Alas! how many of us have con- 
tinued to be stupid and hardened, 
even in the enjoyment of the 
means of grace'—How many 
have listened to the gospel with- 
out profit, and have grown bold 
in sin even under the thundering 
denunciations of the word of Je- 
hovah ?—What multitudes have 
resisted the sweetest invitations 


of love, and rejected the kindest 
offers of pardon and salvation ‘— 
And have you seriously consider- 
ed the consequences of this abuse 
of divine goodness? Have you 
realized how dreadfully it will ag- 
gravate your condemnation; “if 
you persist in this ungrateful, 
this rebellious conduct ? | 
Who can review his past life 
without feeling that he has mis- 
improved precious advanteges, 
and been altogether an unprofita- 
ble servant? How often, in the 
enjoyment of mercies, have we 
forgotten the gracious giver of 
every good .and every perfect 
gift? How dull have we been in 
the sanctuary and in the closet ; 
and in our spiritual languishment 
have been ready to say, ‘“# is 
vain to serve God.” Can the best 
saint fail to feel that he has been 
full of imperfections, and has 
every moment needed’ the for- 
giving and upholding love of the 
Lord '—And can we take sucha 
retrospect without humility ?—~ 
Let us lay our hand upon our 
mouths, and our mouths in the 
dust.—“ The goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance.” 
Those who devote themselves 
to serious reflection and self ex- 
amination, will find abundant 
cause to humble themselves be- 
fore God. This is one of the 
profitable results of communing 
with our hearts: No one in the 
exercise of gracious affections 
can fuil to be absorbed in the 
contemplation of the great sin- 


fulness of his ingratitude, and 


his misimprovement of the 

ness of God. Thisis a powerful 
argument to persuade us to im- 
prove this season in serious med- 
itation and self-examination. It 
will bring us to the dust, whefe 
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all the christian graces flourish 
in the greatest luxuriance and 
beauty. 

But htithility will not be the 
otily result of such: a retrospec- 
tion: it will help us to be 
GRATEFUL. . How many dangers 
have. we avoided by the care of 
him “ who never slumbers.” He 
has kept us from the pestilence 
that walketh in’.darkness, and 
from the destruction that wasteth 
at noon-day, In every moment 


} of peril he has been our guar- 


dian. He has supplied all our 
wants, and preserved our lives. 
While others haye fainted and 


sunk to the grave around us, we. 


have been safely protected, and 
how live the monuments of his 
mercy. And can we view these 
multiplied favors without grateful 
praise? Can we forbear to adore 
the goodness to which we are so 
much indebted’—Oh can we 
contemplate the bounties of his 
grace—the blessed provisions of 
his nde without joyful grati- 
tude? At the infinite price 
of. the ‘humiliation and death of 
his Son, he has rescued us 
from hell. The rich provisions 
of the gospel salvation have been 
purchased for the miserable and 
guilty, at the price of infinite 
suffering —Without Jesus had 
died, the pi st for the unjust, that 
the A mocettesh of God might 
be manifest, no hope of happi- 
ness, holiness, or heaven had 
ever been indulged to man = his 
despair and misery would have 
been his eternal companions. in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the ruins 
of sin are restored, and the of- 
fers of grace, pardon and life are 

e. We have enjoyed 
these i avitations of love for anoth- 
er year, and shall we not return 


ac 


‘the sacrifice of thanksgiving— 
‘shall we not devote this séason 
to the Lord. Thousands who 
bevran the last yeat with'us, in- 


habit th: iprite—the Jahd” of 

darkneSst-where ~° ~ 

“No mercy beams to warm, the 
heart 

Or tune the. lips wiile meres and 
1 -frraise.”” 


Let us devote oursélves to his 
glory, whose benevolent care has 
spared us to this day. 

This season is also propitious 


for contemplation, as well as re- 


fiection—for the anticipation of 
the future, as well as thereview 
of the past. If we are not now 
prepared for death—if we have 
‘not an interest in the Lord Jesus 
Christ—if we are hot reconciled 
to God— now is our accepted 
time, now is our day of salvation.” 
Let the sinner pause '—before 
this year shall have ended, many 
who now tfead these lines will 
doubtless be summoned to the 
bar of judgment. Can you con- 
tinue to neglect the Lord Jesus ? 
cam you continue in sin? Are 
you ready to’ meet its consequen- 
ces ?—-Remember that there is 
no.other name given under heav- 
en among men whereby you can. 
be saved. You must rest ib him 
or perish. As you value im- 
mortal bliss——as you would avoid 
eternal woe, turn to “ the etrong 
holds.”’ 3 

Let us all remember the short- 
ness and uncertainty of life, and 
begin. to employ it for God. In 
his strength, and in dependence 
upon his power, let us resolve 
that “as for us we WILL serve 
the Lord.” 

Let sainzs be inspired with new 
ardour, new love for the glory of 
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our.God.- Let us be fervent in 
spirit, striving against our sins, 
and earnestly imploring the great 
Head of the Church for the. influ- 
ences. of his spirit, to revive his 
work and fill the world with his 
glory. 

Let the aged realize that the 
time is short. Seasons and years 
will.soon be past tothem. The 
offers of salvation will be with- 
held. Oh let it not be said of 
them “ yea, grey hairs are here 
and there ufion them, and yet they 
” They are bound to 
instruct others by their holy ex- 
ample. To them we must listen 
to learn the danger of our pil- 
grimage, and the comforts of 
piety. Let them not . debase 
themselves and contaminate oth- 
ers by their evil example. The 
hoary warrior can animate us in 
our future battles with sin, and 
help us to be good soldiers of the 
cross. To them religion offers 
peculiar blessings, and appears 
lovely. and indispensable. _ Let 
them not decline her friendly 
ofiers. She only can exalt them, 
and bring them with peace to the 
sleep of death. 

Let the young resolve to serve 
their Creator in the days of their 
youth. They, too, are exposed 
to the shafts of the king of ter- 
rors. Multitudes as young, as 
healthful as you, have gone to 
judgment. The bloom of beauty 
and the vigour of youth are no 
protection from the gevouring 
grave. In this your day attend 
to the interests of your souls: 
“ Seek ye the Lord while he may 
be found, and cail ye upon him 
while he is near.”” 

Let all resolve to abandon eve- 
ry course of sin. Let the love 
of Christ constrain us to live no 


longer to ourselves, but to him 
who died for us and. rose again. 
May God of his infinite mercy 
give us grace to number our 
days. and apply our hearts unie 
wisdom. ACS. 


For ike Columbia Magazine. 


AN EXPOSITION OF THE THIRD 
COMMANDMENT. 


Tuart it is the duty of man to] 
contemplate the nature and per- 


fections of Jehovah with the ut- 
most seriousness, and to utter his 
name with the most. profound 
reverence, is a_ truth equally 
plain from reason and revelation. 
So general is the public opinion 
in favor of this proposition, that 
very few, who have given the 
subject, the least attention, can 
be found todeny it. .It may then 
be. asked, why is this duty so 
much neglected? Why is it that 
there are so many who never 


‘think of God at all, but with gay 


and trifling minds? , Why is it 
that his holy name is so often 
profaned? We can only reply to 
these questions, that here another 
melancholy proof is added to the 
long catalogue which might be 
mentioned, of the deep depravity 
of the human heart; of its alien- 
ation from God, and its contempt 
of his glory and his law. 
The prevalence of a light and 
irreverent use of the divine name, 
seems in a great. measure, to 
lessen its evil in the view of ma- 
ny. Observing such multitudes 
to be in the habit of addressing 
the Deity in common conyersa- 


tion, without any mark of respect;§ 


daily witnessing them whenever 
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excited by passion to vent their 

rage by curses, they vainly con- 
clude that profanity is oply a 
trifling affair, and’therefore they 


may. indulge in it without in- 


curring much guilt. But what 
delusion! God has in the most 
positive terms forbidden this sin, 
and threatened its perpetrators 
with his awful displeasure. He 
hath said, ** Theu shalt not take 


_the NAME oF THE LoRD Tur Gop 


my vain; for the Lord will not 
hold him GUILTLESS that takcth 


_ his name in vain.” 


Reader! art thou chargeable 


with a violation of this command- 
- ment of your Maker? Can it be 
‘said of you, that you have disre- 
‘garded its frohbition and have 


espised its penalty? If this un- 
happily is the case with you, we 
most fervently pray that you 
would give a serious and candid 
attention to the observations 


‘which may be made on this sub- 
ject, and would be persuaded to 
cease, fiom henceforth, to defy 


the t1vinc Gop. 
I. Let us inguire into the na- 


ture of the sin which is forbidden 


in this commandment. 
By the phrase “ name of God” 
is evidently meant those titles or 


attributes by which he is especial-" 


ly distinguished from all other 
beings, and is characterised as the 
“Lord of all.” To take these in 


“pain, is. to speak them without 


feeling suitable sentiments and 
expressing proper marks of re- 
spect for him: to utter them 


~ Gna hasty, false, or rash manner; 


without having any sincere design 
to promote the real good of our- 
selves or others. Thus it amounts 


‘to the same as 8 reat the 


‘name of God. is is done by 
all those who are guilty of blas- 









An Exposition of the Third Commandment. 133 


fhemy. This sin_ consists in de- 
nying, or renouncin of the 
perfections of God. “a 
ing to him something unworthy 
his character and degrading’ to 
his dignity. ‘A person: may be 
said to blaspheme, when he ar- 
raigns the propriety of the con- 
duct or dispensations of God— 
when he accuses the divine : being 
of absurdities—when he is dis- 
satisfied with the afflictions which 
he is doomed to bear—when he 
speaks in terms of reproach and 
contempt concerning the works 
of God, and when after being 
somewhat enlightened, and con- 
vinced of the reality of the truths 
of the Gospel by the Holy Spirit, 
he determinately and maliciously 
resists their power upon his 
heart. In this way, and by this 
conduct, he proclaims aloud, that 
he neither fears God,nor cherish- 
es any veneration for his<holy 
character. 

The divine name is also pro- 
faned by cursing. We mean by 
cursing a calling upon God to 
inflict some evil, either upon our- 
selves or others. This habit is 
very common. How often are 
our ears saluted with the terrible 
imprecations of impious man? 
How often is it, that we hear 
men beseeching their Maker to 
send them to perdition—to ce- 
stroy their souls—never to let 
them see salvation. They will 
repeat it again and again, that 
they wish the severest evil might 
befal them—that they wish they 
might be damned. And QO, if the 
Lord in wrath was to signify to 
them that their prayer was heard, 
and that he would in due time 
give them their request! Their 
cheeks, which now are flushed 
with rage, would be pale a death, 



















134 An Exposition of the Third Commandment. { Jan. 


—their lips, which uttered the 
horrid, the awful prayer, would 
tremble with distraction, and their 
impious hearts, which dictated 
the language of their tongues, 
would sink with agonized re- 
morse. If they would allow any 
serious reflection upon the conse- 
quence of having an answer giv- 
en agreeably to their application, 
surely they could not be so rash 
and foolish as again to repeat 
their supplication. 

By cursing, an improper use 
is made of the sacred name of 
God ; and a wicked attempt is 
manifested to interfere with the 
execution of his wrath. It is 
therefore a profanation of the 
name of God. 

This sin is likewise committed 
by fierjury. By perjury a solemn 
appeal is made to God, as the 
searcher of hearts, for the truth 
of what we assert or testify, when 
we are sensible that we speak 
false, and are insincere in appeal- 
ing to God. This evidently is an 
abuse of the liberty of taking his 
holy name, and therefore is an 
affront offered to God, under the 
cover of practising a deception 
upon our fellow men. Consider- 
ed only as it respects human so- 
ciety, perjury is acrime of the 
blackest kind; but when in addi- 
tion, it is viewed 3 in its true light 
as an offence to God, its enormi- 
ty swells in tenfold horror. How 
can we pour greater contempt 
upon him, than by appealing to 
him as a God of truth to witness 
our hypocrisy and falsehood ?— 
How can we evince a more deter- 
mined resolution to insult him, 
than by calling him to witness 
our conduct when we feel no fear 
of his power, nor have any re- 
spect for his scrutinizing-eye {—- 


He who will not regard the sac- 
redness of an oath, has cast off 
all restraint, and has said to inj- 
quity thou only shalt be my bosom 
companion. 

Again; The name of God ie 
profaned by swearing withvut any 
urgent necessity for it. 

It is a practice with many per- 
sons when relating things of tri- 
vial concern, to confirm their 
declaration with an oath. With- 
out being required, or any way 
called upon to furnish proof of 
what they assert, they immedi- 


ately call on God as a witness to ~ 


their veracity. They do not even 
wait to see whether their word is 
questioned—they no not stop to 
consider whether the subject 
is worthy of such a sanction; 
but In a moment they swear 
by the sacred name of their Ma- 
ker, that implicit reliance may 
be placed upon their assertions. 
How often, therefore, must it be 
the case with such persons, that 
they make this appeal when they 


are really doubtful themselves. 


whether they speak from know- 
ledge, and tell the thing as it is? 
The truth is, that by frequent 
practice, this kind of swearing 
becomes a settled habit, and pceo- 
ple are induced to believe, by its 
constant repetition, that it is a 
matter of little consequence 
whether they are strict in adhere 
ing to facts or not. They sup- 
pose it is only a business of their 
own, and whether they are sin- 
cere or not, no one else hasa 
right to question the propriety of 
their conduct. What a subtle 
device of satan is this, to blind 
the eyes of men, that they may 
be more firmly established in 
sin? And what a successful ex- 
periment is ‘It, to harden them 
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against every thing holy and good? 
These oaths are, in the first 
place, without the least shadow 
of excuse. because they are whol- 
Jy unnecessary ; and in the next 
place, if they are not strictly ob- 
served, the crime comes little 
short of the perjury already men- 
tioned. It is indeed perjury to 
all intents and purposes, in the 
divine sight; and it is only defi- 
cient in formality, of being con- 
sidered such in the view of our 
civil law. If men would pause 
for a moment, and duly consider 
the solemnity of the transaction, 
they could not with so much 
trifling, so much indifference, 
ask the omniscient God to wit- 
ness what they utter, when no 
one demands it, and when their 
discourse is of little consequence. 
But alas, such is the case; they 
will call on Jehovah as the search- 
er of hearts to bear testimony to 
the truth of their declarations, 
when perhaps at that very time 
their thoughts are wandering af- 
ter other subjects. By use 
they become so much accustom- 
ed to this kind of swearing, that 
they frequently are not sensible 
of what they do. My heart pains 
me to think what an awful ac- 
count such persons will have to 
render to God, for using his name 
with so much levity and irrever- 
ence. How aggravated will be 
their condemnation, for so many. 
perjuries which this conduct 
must unavoidably bring to their 
charge? It cannot be otherwise 
but that those, who on all occa- 
Sions are appealing to God, must 
sométimes exceed the limits of 
truth. Even those who are most 
strenuous to keep. their word, 
will often either through igno- 
rance or misconception, state for 
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truth that which is false. What 
excuse then can be rendered for 
a violation of truth by those, who 
unnecessarily have called their 
Maker to witness their conduct ? 
Will their ignorance be admitted 
in their justification? Will their 
misconception free them from 
guilt? Surely not, for they ought 
to have been better informed be- 
fore they volunteered to take the 
oath. 

But this is not the only case in 
which men swear when there is 
no necessity for it: they do it 
also when they promise by an 
oath to perform certain things 
which are unlawful, or when in 
the phrenzy of passion they in 
the same manner bind them- 
selves to do any acts. In either 
of these cases, they plunge them- 
selves unnecessarily into much 
guilt. And most assuredly, of 
all tempers of mind, an angry 
one is the most improper to call 
on the name of God. If men 
are In a passion, or what is vul- 
garly termed mad, it is impossi- 
ble for them to speak of God 
without doing it with the highest 
disrespect; and yet many are 
found who will think themseives 
wholly excused on this account: 
They will cry for vengeance from 
heaven on their own heads,— 
they will defy omnipotence ; they 
will in the most malignant terms 
make use of the divine name ; 
and if they are afterwards asked 
how they dared to commit so 
much impiety, they will with a 
great deal of self-complacency 
reply, we were in a fassion, and 
we are sorry for what we have 
done. This they vainly conclude 
is a sufficient expiation to obtain 
for them pardon. ‘This they pre- 


sume is al} that a merciful being 
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can ask from them for their of- 
fence. But to their shame be it 
said, their excuse instead of be- 
ing a justifiable one, only increas- 
es theircrime! It is sin added 
tosin. Their persecuting pas- 
sion is a crime ; their profana- 
tion is a crime, and the circum- 
stance of their being angry when 
they used the name of God, isa 
great aggravation of the latter 
crime. O that the guilty would 
consider this; that they would 
think more of the evil of swear- 
ing when in a passion. 

The name of God is profaned 
also, by every kind of abuse of it. 
Thus it is abused by all those 
who use it on every unimportant 
occasion—who in common con- 
Versation, on topics which have 
another bearing, introduce it, 
with the hope of making a more 
forcible expression. Jt is abused 
by those who in a vain manner 
quote scripture passages, or oth- 
er religious writings or discour- 
ses, where his name is mention- 
ed—by those who call on God to 
bless them, and the like, in or- 
dinary conversation, when they 
merely say it by way of exclama- 
tion or expletives—by those who 
treat sacred things with levity, or 
ridicule any of the established 
laws and ordinances of God—by 
those who defy his power, or 
challenge any of his perfections ; 
and finally by those who use any 
other word with irreverence,when 
they mean a reference to any of 
the divine attributes. By either 
of the ways which have been 
mentioned, it is manifest that the 
holy name of God is profaned, 
and therefore taken “in vain,” 
contrary to his “express com- 
mand —Let us now see, 

Il. Whatis the penalty of this 


offence : “ For the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain.” 

' We cannot well conceive what 
stronger expression could be 
used to shew the enormity of the 
crime, and the positive deter- 
mination of the Almighty to pun- 
ish it in the most signal manner, 
than is contained in these words. 
It discovers at once that the Lord 
will hold those guilty, most crim- 
inally guilty, who break this com- 
mandment, and that he will cause 
them to know it, in the most 
striking manner, to their eternal 
shame andconfusion. Will you, 
who daily live in the transgres- 
sion of this law of your God, be- 
lieve this? You may now lightly 
sport with his awful name, and 
defy his power ; but we beseech 
you to remember, that there isa 
day coming, when you will have 
to suffer most severely for all 
your false oaths, and other irrev- 
erent liberties taken with him, 
unless you repent speedily with 
heartfelt sorrow, and are washed 
in the blood of his dear Son— 
Then, unless you shall have found 
forgiveness through the atoning 
sacrifice of the blessed Redeem- 
er, you will find the vengeance 
of this name to be severe indeed, 
and you will prove an example, 
through all eternity, to your- 
selves, that the Lord holds you 
guilty, according to his declara- 
tion, 

‘There is no sin greater, or 
“more provoking to God than 
“the profaning his name, and 
“therefore he has commanded 
“this sin to be punished with 
“ death.” 

Upon the most mature reflec- 
tion, and according to the best 
attention given this subject, J 
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declare without hesitation my be- 
lief, that profane swearing is the 
worst sin it isin the power of 
man to commit this side the 
grave, next to the sin against the 
Holy Ghost. My reasons for 
this belief are briefly these: Ist, 
Because the penalty affixed to 
the third commandment is more 
severe than to any other. There 
is an end to the descent of the 
penalty of the second: it is ex- 
pended on the fourth generation. 
This appears to be a little allevia- 
tion of the vengeance of God ; 
but here it is without any abating. 
“ The Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in 
vain.” I cannot conceive why so 
strong an expression should be 
used, without a special regard to 
the peculiar enormity of the 
crime. The whole of the bible 
does not afford another instance 
of such a force of determination 
to punish any sin. 

2dly, Because there is less 
shadow of excuse for this sin, 
than for any other. The viola- 
tor of the first commandment 
may plead his strong affection 
for his near friends—the use of 
property—the temptation to in- 
dulge his appetites. The viola- 
tor of the second may plead the 
grandeur, the beauty, and the 
profit of images. The violator 
of the fourth may plead the strong 
inducements to take pleasure on 
the sabbath—the weariness of the 
flesh, and the consequent dispo- 
sition to idleness :—But none of 
these pleas can be made for vio- 
lating the third. In like manner 
you may make some excuses for 
violating the comandments of the 
second table. The thief may 
plead necessity—the murderer 
may plead the sweetness of re- 

Voi. I. No. 5. 
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venge; but the profane swearer 
cannot say any thine the least 
plausible for hiscrime. His sin 
has no temptation. It cannot 
gratify a single sense, nor indulge 
a single appetite, unless it be an 
appetite to insult God. It ad- 
ministers no pleasure either to 
soul or body. It is therefere the 
most wilful, unprovoked, wanton 
and assassin-like conduct towards 
him who is our Creator, constant 
Preserver, and daily Benefactor. 
3rdly, It is the most aggravat- 
ed sin, because it is a more im- 
mediate affront offered to God 
than any other. True every sin 
is a transgression of the divine 
law, and as such is an ojifence 
against God; but this sin of pro- 
fanity is direct against him, there 
is nothing intermediate. It Is 
shewing him the most criminal 
disrespect, without using any in- 
strument. It is God you ad- 
dress—it is him you defy—it is 
his power you challenge—it is a- 
gainst him you contend—it is his 
throne you would usurp—it is 
his dignity you would destroy— 
it is his honor you would pros- 
trate, and it is his glory you 
would level in the dust.. You do 
not trifle with the things which 
belong to God, but vou trifle with 
Him: you doenot abuse any of 
his creatures, his bounties, or his 
mercies, but your insult strikes 
at Himalone. Itistherefore the 
boldest—the most unblushing— 
the most violent, and the mosét 
atrocious offence which stains the 
character of apostate man. 

No one who pretends to assign 
any excuse for this sin, can real- 
ly believe that it is sufficient: he 
only wishes to calm the risings 
of conscience, or allay the severi- 
ty of reproof from his friends. 
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Hence the conclusion is irresisti- 
ble in my mind, that the profane 
swearer is more criminal in a 
moral view than any other who 
breathes the air. Yes, while “I 
believe the midnight incendiary 
and highway assassin will be bext- 
en with many stripes, I believe 
that the profane swesrer will be 
beaten with still more. An atone- 
meut for his sin (if the expres- 
sion be allowed) requires the 
purest blood that flowed from the 
Son of God. 

he sin of which we speak, 
abounds very extensively it our 
Jand. Many indulge in it with- 
out once seriously considering its 
heinous nature. They commence 
with little beginnings, and gradu- 
ally increase till it becomes a 
confirmed habit. That which at 
first would shock them with hor- 
ror, afterwards appears a venial 
matter. Jt is alone in this way 
that we can give any rational ac- 
count, why it is that.there are so 
many who are otherwise moral, 
will daily take the name of the 
Lord their God in vain. Svurely 
if they reflected upon the guilt 
of their conduct, they would not 
be so callous and unconcerned : 
but alas, they will not reflect. 
Not all the thunders of Sinai will 
arrest their atteniso0n—not all the 
threatenings of Jehovah’s indig- 
nation will make them considers 
ate. Though the Lord declares 
he will not hold them guiltless, 
yet they will not desist ; they will 
persevere to defy him. What 
more do they need to convince 
them of their crime? -Is it be- 
cause sentence against an evil 
work is not speedily executed, 
that they will still go on? Do 
they then need to be struck dumb 


in the act of blasphemy, to be 
convinced that God will punish 
them for their sin? Do they need 
to see some immediate token of 
divine vengeance, tu incuce them 
to believe that He will be true to 
his word? How can they doubt 
for an instant his veracity? Has 
he not said, and will he not do 
it? 

When we seriously consider 
what volumes of blasphemies 
daily ascend up to heaven—when 
we sce so many carrying about 
with them the prints of hell on 
their forehead. is it not enough 
to make the heart of christian 
piety bleed? What wicked 
oaths 3 what profane cursing and 
swearing, are continually heard 
in every quarter? It would al- 
most appear as though the infer- 
na] pit had disgorged its inhabit- 
ants to pollute once more the 
ea! th. : 

Are you, dear reader, guilty 
of profaning the name of your 
Maker? Suffer then a word of 
expostulation. Permit me to 
tell you your offence, and warn 
you of the punishment which in- 
evitably awaits you, without a 
speedy repentance. If you per- 
severe in your heaven-daring im- 
piety, the most terrible destruc- 
tion will be your everlasting por- 
tion. Soon, very soon, will you 
be compelled to join that threng, 
whose whole employment con- 
sists in venting their curses 
against their God. Your present 
profanity is the legitimate lan- 
guage of the damned spirits, and 
with them you will ere long unite 
to swell their horrid yells. O 
cease thy profanity then, and flee 
thy sin: O stop before it is too 
late. Pui Las. 
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The following essay upon the 
pernicious consequences of gam- 
ing, Was sent to us by its respect- 
able author before the publication 
of our last number, containing 
Dr. Norr’s excellent address 
upon the same subject. We 
mention this in justice to A. N. 
We cannot forbear to remark, 
that those who practice this vice 
may learn its enormity, in some 
measure, from the circumstance 
that good men, without conni- 
vance, meet on the same ground 
to denounce the sin, and warn 
the guilty of their danger. We 
publish this piece with sincere 
pleasure, because we are willing 
to be considered as the inveterate 
enemies of a vice so prevalent, 
and so destructive to our most 
promising young men :—A vice 
that ought to be hunted from so- 
ciety,—against which remon- 
strance should be continually di- 
rected, aided by the good wishes 
of community, and the more 
powerful assistance of the magis- 
trate and the Law.—Ebs. 


For the Columbia Magazine. 


ON THE EVIL NATURE & DREAD- 
FUL CONSEQUENCES OF DEEP 
GAMING. 


“‘ Fond fool ! who thought in gam- 
ing to be blesi! 

“ Once I was innocent ; now guilt 
so thick 

“ Clogs my foul soul” — 


Mary a hapless man has had 
occasion to adopt, in the bitter- 
ness of his heart, the sentiments 
conveyed in these lines of the 
poet, and to rue the day in which 
he took the first step in the path 
that tempts only to destroy. 
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Deep gaming, if it does not 


. find men vicious, is sure to make 


i 


them so. Fiend-like, it operates 
a horrible metamorphosis in the 
hearts and dispositions of those 
who had not been accustomed to 
do evil. It extinguishes some 
of the best of human affections, 
and excites some of the worst. 
The upright it renders dishonest; 
the generous it makes avaricious; 

compassionate it changes to 
unfeeling and marble-hearted. 
*One that is thoroughly prac- 
tised in the mysteries of gaming, 
neither “ fears God, nor regards 
man” He acts upon motives 
which are exclusively selfish. 
His own self is his God. Of 
conscience he has made ship- 
wreck; his moral sensibilities 
are exunct. To make a prey of 
fellow beings and to riot upon 
their ruin and misery, is the 
main business of his life. By 
day and by night he lays in wait 
to deceive. The young, the ig- 
norant, and the unwary, he draws 
into his net, and sees them ruin- 
ed by his wiles, not only without 
sympathy or compunction, but 
with demoniac exult&tion. 

After all, he fuils of obtaining 
acommon portion even of tem- 
poral enjoyment. ‘ None are more 
lacerated by the thorns and this- 
tles of the curse. Apart from 
all considerations of futurity, his 
Ways are ways of wretchedness 
and® woe. His self-denial is 
much harder than that which re- 
ligion itself requires. He denies 
himself of domestic comforts, of 
the society of wife and children ; 
he denics himself of regular 
meals; he denies himself of the 
ordinary refreshment of sleep. 
Alike regardless of health of 
body and peace of mind, he sits 
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up whole nights, with aching 
head, and a heart deeply agitated 
with painful. suspense between 
hope and fear; one while tri- 
umphing in the misery and de- 
spuir of a companion, and anoth- 
er while cursing his own ill luck, 
and blaspheming his Maker. 
Such is the life of a deep and 
habitual gambler :—and. for the 
most part, it €nds in squalid poy- 
erty, in drunkenness, in debaygb- 
ery, in madness, in felofious 


_ deeds against civil society, Omin 


suicide. 
Might we behold the whole 


group of professed or habitual 


gamblers, not to say in all the 
world, but merely m our own 
country; might we see howsde- 
plorably changed many of them 
be from what they were in their 
better days—how many, whose 
youth was of fair promise, are 
now a burthen to themselves, and 
a pest to society—how many 
amiable families are sunk from 
affluence or competence to a con- 
dition of pinching poverty—how 
many mansions, once: the abode 
of comfort and cheerfulness, that 
now are filled with wailing and 
Jamentation ;—might "we at one 
view survey ail this mass of hu- 
man wretchedness occasioned by 
gambling, it would be no com- 
amon obduracy of heart that could 
withhold the tear of commisse- 
ration. 

And whence comes it that ra- 
tional beings make so anxious 
search after unhappiness—such 
Jaborious efforts alter misery’— 
‘That they, of choice, pursue a 
course in which day brmgs no 
rest, and night yields no pleas- 
ure——a course in which all that 
is on this side of the grave is 
vexation of spirit, and all beyond 


it gloom and horror? What de- 


-mon so possesses the gambler, 
soul and body, that he renounces 


the comforts as well as the duties 
of lifg, and voluntarily passes his 
time in perpetual disquietude 
and anxicty? This demon is 


avarice. Avarice, which taints 


whatsoever she touches, and 
turns even human blessings into 
curses, is at the root of all this 
mischief. 

Cards were of blameless ori- 
gin. They were inyented to 
dissipate the settled gloom of 
an hypochondriac monarch of 
France, and were used as a mere 
harmless amusement, until, in 
process of time, direful avarice 
seized upon this amusement, and 
converted it into a speculation 
for dishonest gain. There su- 
pervened the monied stake, which 
the cravings of avarice progres- 
sively enlarged and deepened. 

This circumstance, rather than 
any real enjoyment, is the true 
cause why gambling at cards is 
so fascinating. Take away the 
stake, and there would be no fas- 
cination in the amusement. It 
is not for pleasure, but for gain, 
that so many pass their nights 
without sleep; sitting anxious, 
many hours together, over their 
cards, “with sallow cheek, hol- 
low eye, atid faded form.” Ava- 
rice so blinds and infatuates the 
votary of gambling, that when 
once he has placed himself with- 
in the attraction of the whitlpodl, 
every moment brings him nearer 
to-the’ fatal. gulph in its centre. 
Allured by the gains of some, 
and undeterred by the loss€s of 
others, he presses forward,— 
alike eager whether he himself 
gain or lose; the former whets 
his avarice and makes it the more 
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keen, andthe latter renders him 
desperate, and determined. to re- 
new his stake at whatever haz- 
ard. Although his hope is so 
often mocked, he is seldom dis- 
couraged, till by the irretrieva- 
ble ruin of his circumstances and 
credit he is deprived of the 
means of holding a seat any lon- 
ger at the fatal board. 

There is very little hope of the 
reformation of an old and con- 
firmed gambler: but if this lit- 
tle essay should chance to meet 
the eye of a novice in that black 
_art,—of some youth of amiable 
qualities, *‘tender and only be- 
Joved in the sight of his moth- 
er,’—let him take along with it 
the following advice ef the wise 


Mr, Madison’s Proclamation for a Fast. 
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man:=—“ My son, if sinners en- 
tice thee, consent thou’ not. If 


they say, Come with us—let us » 


lurk privily forthe innocent with- 
out cause: let. us«swallow them 
up alive as the grave ; and whole, 
as those that go: down into the 
pit: We shall find all: precious 
substance, we shall fill our hous- 
es. with spoil: Cast in thy lot 
among us; let us all have one 
purse. My: son, walk not thou 
in the way with them: refrain 
thy foot from their path: For 
their feet run to evil——They lay 
wait’ for their own blood; they 
lurk privily for their own lives. 
So are the ways of every one that 
is greedy of gain.” 
A. N. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


+ 





Mr. Madison’s Proclamation for 
a Fast. 


By the President of the U.States. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


The two houses of the Nation- 
al Legislature having, by a joint 
resolution, expressed their de- 
sire, that in the presentytime of 
public calamity -and war, a day 
may be recommended to be ob- 
served by the people of the Unit- 
ed States as a day of Public Hu- 
miliation and Fasting, and of 
Prayer to Almighty God, for the 
safety and welfare of these States, 
his blessing on their arms, and a 
speedy restoration of peace—l 
have deemed it proper. by this 
Proclamation, to recommend that 
Thursday the twelfth day of Jan- 


uary next, be set apart as a day 
on which all may have an oppor- 
tunity of voluntarily offefing, at 
the same time, in their respective 
religious assemblies, their hum- 
ble adorations to the Great Sove- 
reign of the Universe, of confess- 
ing their sins and transgressions, 

and of strengthening their vows 
of repentance and amendment. 
They will be invited by the same 
solemn occasion, to cali to mind 
the distinguished favorsconferred 
on the American people, in the 
general health which has. been 
enjoyed; in the abundant fruits 
of the season; in the progress of 
the arts, instrumental to their 
comfort; their prosperity and 
their security ; and in the victo- 
ries which have so powerfully 
contributed to the defence and 
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protection of our country ; a de+ 
vout thankfulness for all which 
ought to be mingled with their 
supplications to the beneficent 
parenvof the human race, that he 
would be graciously pleased to 
pardon all their offences against 
Him ; to support and animate 
them in the discharge of their 
respective duties ; to continue to 
them the® precious advantages 
flowing from political institutions 
so auspicious to their safety a- 
gainst dangers from abroad, to 
their tranquiility at home, to their 
liberties, civil and religious ; and 
that He would, in a special man- 
ner, preside over the nation, in 
its public councils and constituted 
authorities, giving wisdom to its 
measures and success to its arms, 
in maintaining its rights, and in 
overcoming all hostile designs 
and attempts against ‘it; and fi- 
nally, that by inspiring the ene- 
my with dispositions favorable to 
a just and reasonable peace, its 
blessings may ‘be speedily and 
happily restored. 

Given under my hand, at the 
city of Washington, the six- 
teenth day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the United 
States, the thirty-eighth. 

James Mapison. 


ee Se 


Experience is a constant com- 
mentutor of the trath of revela- 
tion. The precepts of religion 
are proved by the uniform con- 
duct of bad as well as good men— 
“Lhe way of transgressors is 
hard.’ Many of our secret sins 
may escape punishment im this 
life ; but there are some of them 
punisked with such prompt se- 


verity, that we cannot mistake 
the truth that God hates and no. 
tices, and will finally punish, al] 
the guilty who are not»forgiven 
and blotted out in “ Ats blood tha; 
cleanseth from all sin.”—Eps. 


FRAUD AND AVARICE PUNISHED 
IN THE PERSON OF MR. EYRE, 
THE FAMOUS PAPER STEALER, 


An aunt of his died in Somer. 
setshire, to whom he was heir at 
law. She had been attended, 


during a long and tedious illngss, | 


by a physician in the neighhour- 
hood, who, from his friendship 
and regard for her, not only pro- 
moted her recovery {some years 
before her death) but would not 
accept of any fee for his long at- 
tencdanceon her. Hiskindnessand 
assiduity so highly ingratiated him 
into her esteem, that she made 
a will, whereby she bequeathed 
him all her fortune, which was 
very considerable ; and when he 
waited upon her one day, she 
presented him with it, saying, 
“ Pray Doctor, read that paper 
at your leisure.” He according- 
ly took it with him; but, upon 
seeing her again, represented to 
her in the most forcible terms, 
that he had a sufficient competen- 
cy to live easily and contentedly, 
that he had no higher ambition 
than to attend his patients, serve 
them, and merit their good opin- 
ion: but that, if he were to ac- 
cept the bequest she proposed, 
he might forfeit their esteem, in 
diverting the channel of success- 
ion in her family. In fine, with 
great difficulty he peréudliea her 
to make a new will, in which she 
bequeathed the Dr. ,only a thouv- 
sand pounds, appointing him one 
of her executors. Upen the de- 
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mise of the good old lady, the 
Doctor wrote to her nephew in 
London, informing him that he 
had succeeded to his aunt’s for- 
tune, and desiring Mr. Eyre t 

come down to give the necessary 
orders for her funeral. Mr. 
Eyre accordingly went down in- 
to Somersetshire, and upon his 
arrival at his aunt’s, was met by 
the doctor, who informed him 
there was a will made in his fa- 
vor, in her bureau, directing him 
tothe drawer in which it was. 
Mr Eyre went up stairs, and 
finding his aunt’s testament, with 
the item in favor of the doctor, 
immediately burned it. The 
doctor upon seeing Mr. Eyre a- 
gain, asked him if he had found 
the will. Eyre, at first, denied 
having met with any one; but 
being hard pressed, at lengtin ac- 
knowledged that he had destroy- 
ed it, saying, there was no occa- 
sion for a will, as he was by law 
heir to the whole estate. ‘“ Yes,” 
says a friend of the doctor’s who 
was present, * but there was a 
legacy of a thousand pounds in 
behalf of the doctor; do you in- 
tend to pay that?” “1 know no- 
thing of any legacy,” replied Eyre, 
“and shall pay none.” This so 
enraged the doctor, though he 
despised the money, that he im- 
mediately said, “ If that’s the case, 
you have destroyed the will, and 
haye none to show ; let me tell 
you I have one,” and immedi- 
ately produced the will in. his 
possession, whereby he became 
successor to a fortune of near 


s twelve thousand pounds. 
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The name of Sir Marruew 


HALe is ever mentioned with’ 


veneration and respect, by all 


who admire profound seholarship 
and humble piety; He was one 
of the brightest ornaments of the 
constellations of worthies that 
have adorned the English bench, 
and made the “sea girt isle”? 
more famous by her jurispru- 
dence, than ever it was by the 
eloquence of hér orators, the per- 
fections of her arts, or the ‘suc- 
cess of her arms. The opinion 
of such a man, alike distinguish- 
ed for fervent piety, extensive 
learning, and a life of virtue, 
must be received with respect. 
It cannot fail to produce convic- 
tion, at least upon his admirers. 
The following remarks are ex- 
tracted from one of his letters to 
his grand children, and has never 
been printed in his works. They 
were first published in the Chris- 
tian Observer, and taken from a 
manuscript letter deposited in 
the British Museum. These 
extracts will furnish a refutatiom 
of the opinion, so common among 
those who violate the Sabbath, 
that they are obliged to employ it 
for the purposes of business, and 
that they really gain, by a sacri- 
ligious robbery of God.. Noman 
ever promoted his worldly inter- 
est by refusing to rest from his 
labours on the Sabbath. The 
Sabbath is a rest as essential toa 
civilian, as to amoralist. Its de- 
struction would be fatal, as well 
to civil Liberty, as to religion.— 
Those who advocate its strict ob-’ 
servance by all men, from the 
highest magistrate to the lowest’ 
subject, are equally the friends 
of justice and her oF FIcERs, as of 
religion and its Bisc1PLEs.—Eds. 


EXTRACT. 


“ Y will acquaint you with a 
truth, that above forty years’ ex- 
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perience and strict observation of 
myself hath assuredly taught me.; 
I have been near fifty years a 
man as much conversant in busi-, 
ness, and that of moment and. 
importance, as most men ; and I 
will assure you, I was never un- 
der any inclination to fanaticism, 
enthusiasm, or superstition. 

‘“ In all this time, I have most. 
industriously observed, in myself. 
and my concerns, these three, 
things :—1. Whenever I have 
undertaken ‘any secular business 
on the Lord’s-day (which was 
not absolutely and indispensably 
necessary,) that business never 
prospered and succeeded well 
with me. . 

“ Nay, if I had set myself that 
day but to forecast or design any, 
temporal. business, to be. done or 


performed afterwards, though, 


such forecast were just and hon- 
est in themselves, and had as fair 
a prospect as could be effected, 
yet I have been. always disap- 
pointed in .the effecting of it, or 
in the success of it.. So that it 
erew almost proverbial with me, 
when any importuned me to any 
secular busiaess on that day, to 
answer them, that if they. sus- 
pected it to succeed amiss, then 
they might. desire, my under- 
taking of it upon that day. _And 


this was so certain an observation, 


of me, that I feared to think of 
any secular business that day, be- 
cause the resolution.then taken 


would be disappointed or unsuc-. 


cessful. 


« “© That!always; the more close- 
ly I applied myseif to the duties 
of the Lord’s-day, the more hap- 
py and successful were my busi- 
ness: and employments of the 
week following. So that I could, 
from the loose or strict obser- 
vance of that day, take a just 
prospect and true calculation of 
my temporal successes in the 
ensuing week. 


~“ Though my hands and mind 

have been as full of secular bu- 
siness, both before and since I 
was a judge, as it may be any 
man’s in England, yet I never 
wanted time in my six days to 
ripen and fit myself for the busi- 
ness and employments I had to 
do, though I borrowed not one 
minute from the Lord’s-day. to 
prepare for it, by study or other- 
Wise. But on the other hand, if 
I had at any time borrowed trom 
this day any time for my secular 
employments, I found it did fur- 
ther me less than if I had let it 
alone ; and therefore, when some 
years’ experience, upon a most 
attentive and vigilant observation, 
had given me- this insiruction, I 
grew peremptorily resolved nev- 
er in this kind to make a breach 
upon the Lord’s-day, which I 
have now strictly observed for 
above thirty years.--This rela- 
tion is most certainly and exper- 
imentally true, and hath — been 
declared by me to hundreds of 
persons, as I now declare it te 
you.” 
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RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. | i 





Annual Meeting of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, 


REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. , 
(Concluded from page 125 of our last number.) 


On the 16th Dec. their friend Mr. Money informed the two breth- Hs 
ren, “ that he had just been with the Governor, who mentioned, that i 
no orders having been received from Calcutta concerning their stay, 
and he being still under the positive orders of the Supreme Govern- 
ment to send them away, he must now send them.” And onthe 
20th, R. T. Goodwin, Esq. the senior magistrate of police, officially 
notified them, “ that a passage was to be provided for them to Eng- 
land on board the Charles Mills.” 3 
The Charles Mills was then under orders to sail on the 22d of the 
same month, only two days after this note was given. At this crit- 
ical pes they drew up a memorial to the Governor, as their last 
appeal : @ memorial, which they considered as a private communica- 
| tion, addressed to his ExceHency, not as a Governor only, but as a 
man, and a Christian; which was written with the feelings and the 
solemnity of the occasion ; and which, as they are careful to note, 
: they viewed as of a confidential nature, but that the worthy Govern- 
| or was pleased himself to give it publicity. It appears to have been 
generously received by the Governor, according to his accustomed | 
ness, and to have had its desired effect. { 

On the next day after sending this letter, the brethren write in 


their journal, “ We continued eur preparations —By two o’clock, 
; (same day) our things were packed and labelled; by three the 
coolies (porters) were all here ; the things were all carried below ; 


the boats were engaged to carry them on board ship, and the car- 
penter to go and fasten them. The friend, who had charsze of the 
things, then went to the Captain for orders to have them received 
on board. The Captair went to the pay office for the money for our 
passage ; the money was refused, and it was reported, that we were 
notto go. The friend returned with this information, and the things 
were all put into a room below, and the coolies dismissed. About 
five, Mr. Goodwin, the senior magistrate of police, called upon us to 
say, that our letter had been communicated to the Council ; and that 
upon examination, it had been found, that no orders of any kind had 
been received from Bengal, of a later date than the 19th of No- 
vember, and that the Government would allow us to remain, until 
they should receive further orders from Bengal concerning us. 
This intelligence at this decisive moment has filled us with great 
joy ; and given us great hopes, that we shall yet be allowed to re- 1 
main at Bombay. How wonderful and how merciful are God’s ta 
dealings with us !” 

Vox. I. No. 5. T 
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The next morning, 22d Dec. they received the following official 
note. 


“ Yo the Rev. Gordon Hall, and the Rev. Samuel Nott, American 
Missionaries. , 

“Gentlemen, | 

“J am directed by the Right Honorable, the Governor in Council, 
to acquaint you, that under the expectation of receiving some fur- 
ther instructions from the Supreme Government respecting you, he 
has determined to defer the carrying the directions he has received 
into execution, until such instructions shall arrive. 

“Tam, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 


| W. Newnaan, Sec. to Government.” 
“Bombay Castle, Dec. 21, 1813.” 


Our fast letters from these brethren appear to have been forward- - 
ed to England, by the same ship in which they themselves expected 
to have been conveyed thither, and which sailed from Bombay on 
the 2;dof December. Later than this date we have no intelligence 
from them. From the facts and circumstances now communicated, 
however, your Committee derive a pleasing confidence, that our 
mission may obtain an establishment at Bombay: and theggare per- 
suaded that this whole Board, and the Christian public extensively, 
will unite with them in adoring the goodness of the Lord, so re- 
markably displayed in the signal interpositions of his Providence in 
behalf of our missionaries.. Under Providence, grateful acknowl- 
edgments are due to the Right Honorable Sir Evan Nepean, for the 
candor, magnanimity, and kindness, exhibited in his treatment of 
the missionaries, so creditable to his character, as a magistrate, and 
a Christian. Ner can the Committee. forbear to express their high 
sense of the admirable spirit and conduct, shewn by the missiona- 
ries themselves, in the circumstances of severe trial in which the 
have been called to act.. The evidence here exhibited of their firm- 
ness, their perseverance, their wisdom, and their deyotedness to 
the great object of their mission, cannot fail to raise them in the 
estimation and affection of this Board, and to secure to them the 
confidence and favor of the Christian public. | 

On the 24th of February, 1813, Mr. Newell embarked at the Mau- 
ritius on board a Portuguese brig, bound to Bombay, but déstined to 
touch at Point de Galle, in the island of Ceylon. At the latter 
place he expected to meet one or both of the other brethren; but 
on his arrival he learned that they were both gone to Bombay. Sup- 
posing, however, that they would not be allowed to remain there, 
he thought it best for him to stay in Ceylon, where he was assured 
of the protection and favor of Governor Brewnrigg, and other prin- 
cipal officers of the government. He immediately despatched a 
letter to the brethren at Bombay; and by the return of the mail he 
reccived an answer from them, from which he learned, that, though 
their situation at Bombay was quite precarious, yet they had con- 
siderable hope that they should be allowed to establish themselves 
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there, and thought it advisable for him to direct his studies with a 
view to that place. Accordingly, as soon as he could make arrange- 
ments for the purpose, he commenced the study of the Sangskrit, 
Hindoostanee, and Persian languages ; and quietly pursued this 
study until some time in November, when, from inform ation receiv- 
ed from the brethren at Bombay, he felt himself compeiled to give 
up all hope of the establishment of the mission at that place. From 
the time of his arrival in Ceylon, however, till the date of his lase 
letter, ‘he preached in English constantly once, twice, or three times 
a week, to English and half-cast people ; of whom, he says, “ there 
are thousands in and about Columbo, who stand in need of instruc- 
tion, as-much as the heathen,” and among whom. he hoped his 1a- 
bors would not be in vain. At the date of his last letter, Mr. Newell 
supposed that his brethren were actually on their passage to Eng- 
land, and that he was left alone. “ Stript,” says he, “ of all my do- 
mestic enjoyments, by the death of my wife and child, and separat- 
ed from all my dear missionary associates, I find myself a solitary 
pilgrim in the midst of a heathen land. -My heart is sometimes 
quite overwhelmed with grief. But my prevailing desire is, and my 
determination, to try to do something for the wretched ‘heathen 
around me. My conviction of the duty and practicability of evan- 
gelizing the heathen has not been diminished, but greatly increased, 
by all that I have witnessed in this patt of the world.” ‘Thus cir- 
cumstanced, he was undetermined in regard to the field in which to 


fix his mission ; whether to remuin in Ceylon, or attempt an estab- 


lishment at Bussora, at the head of the Persian Gulf. ‘Phe reasons 
which weighed in his mind for the one and for the other, he states at 
large, and in a manner which indicates much attention and reflection. 
His trials, though different from those of his brethren, have been 
not less painful ; and appear to have been sustained in a manner not 
less creditable to the character of a Christian missionary. He must 
have been greatly rejoiced to learn, as he doubtless did in a short 
time, that his brethren had not been sent to England, as he suppos- 
ed; and if they have been permitted to remain at Bombay, he has 
probably joined them there, to the great joy of them all. 
| Messrs. Richards and Warren, who, at the time of our last annu- 
al meeting, were, as then reported, in ‘very eligible situations at 
Philadelphia, have just completed their respective periods of en- 
gagement there; and, so far as appears, very much to their own 
satisfaction, and to the satisfaction of those with whose patronage 
and friendly offices they have been favored. | 
Soon after our last annual meeting, Messrs. Benjamin C. Meigs, 
Burr Baldwin, Horatio Bardwell, and Daniel Poor, were admitted 
by the Prudential Committee, us Candidates for our missionary ser- 
vice ; and since, after such a period and measure of trial as the 
Committee judged suitable, they have all, excepting Mr Baldwin, 
been formally. received as Missionaries, to be under the patronage 
and direction of this Board. Mr. Baldwin has been prevented from 
being thus received, by feeble health, which the Committee great- 
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ly lament, and from which they devoutly hope he will ere long be 
recovered. | 
Messrs. Richards, Warren, Meigs, Bardwell, and Poor, will hold 
themselves in readiness to go forth to the heathen with the glad 
tidings of salvation, as soon as Providence shall open the door for 
their being sent. At present the door at every point seems to be 
closed by the war; but this Board and the friends of Christian mis- 
sions will not cease to pray, that the war may soon be terminated ; 
nor are the Committee without hope, that, should it continue, some 
way will nevertheless be found out for the conveyance of the wait- 
ing missionaries to their destined fields of labor. 

From three other young gentlemen, one now a practising physi- 
cian of distinguished promise, another a student at the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton, and the other a student at the Theological 
Seminary at Andover, the Committee have received very pleasing 
communications, expressing their desire to be engaged in the mis- 
sionary service, under the direction of this Board. But upon these 
applications, as they are yet quite recent, no decisive-act has been 
passed. 7 

It will appear, by the statements which the Treasurer will fur- 
nish, that the liberality of the Christian public toward this Board is 
continued and extended. New associations are formed for the pur- 
pose of contributing their aid. The number of pious persons, who 
are becoming, acquainted with the wants and the miseries.of the hea- 
then world, and who are desirous of uniting their efforts to remove 
these wants and alleviate these miseries, is evidently on the increase. 
Your Committee have reason to believe, that should Providence 
soon prepare the-way for the establishment of missionary stations in 
different pagan countries, an adequate number of pious, able, de- 
voted servants of Christ would offer themselves as heralds of the 
Gospel to the heathen, and the means would not be withheld of sup- 


_ porting them in their most laborious, as well as most benevolent, 


undertaking. It is a pleasing thought, and one which may be in- 
dulged without presumption, that the Redeemer will graciously be- 
stow upon Christians in America the honor of becoming joyful in- 
struments in promoting his cause, and advancing the progress of 
the millennium, not only within our own borders, but extensively 
also in foreign lands. How noble will be the distinction, should we 
be known as a people, to the inhabitants of distant continents and 
islands, not as covetous of territory,—not as ambitious of political 
dominion,—not as engrossed by commerce and swallowed up by the 
cupidity of avarice ;—but as the liberal dispensers of unsearchable 
riches, as cheerfully and zealously imparting to others God’s un- 
merited bounty to ourselves. 

While regarding the subject in this point of light, your Commit- 
tee cannot refrain from expressing their joy, that this glorious work 
has been begun ;—that it has been formally and systematically enter- 
ed upon by Christians in this country ;—that missionaries, in the em- 
ployment of this Board, have been engaged on the shores of Asia, 
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in preparing to preach to the people in their own languages ;—that 
the Scriptures, in the common tengues of the countries, Have been 
urchased and distributed, as a free-will offering to God, from our 
)assseiney women, our young men and maigens, our old men and chile 
dren. he 
It ought to be thankfully noticed, that many enlightened persons 
in India ;—men of enlarged views and great. acquaintance with the 
world ;—-dignified magistrates and persons of professional emi- 
nence j-—~have most unequivocally and earnestly expressed their con: 
viction of the necessity of missionaries, and their sense of the de- 
plorable condition of the people in a moral point of view. Persons 
of this description have joyfully hailed the co-operation of Ame 
in the great work of evangelizing mankind, as a most desirable event, 
They have expressed an anxious wish, that our efforts may be great+ 
ly and indefinitely increased. The limits of this Report, already 
too long perhaps, will not allow your Committee to specify all the 
facts en the authority. of which these assertiens are made. Many 
such facts have appeared, in the course of the preceding narration, 
and the accompanying documents. 
It'is evident also from every page of the correspondence of the 
missionaries, that notwithstanding all their discouragements and 
perplexities, they have been more and moré convinced, by all that 
they have seen and heard, not only of the practicability and duty of 
supporting missions, but of its being their particular duty, as it is 
evidently their highest pleasure, to consider themselves as unalter- 


ably devoted to this work. They aré also Convinced, as their re- 
»peated discussions of this topic abundantly prove, that whatever 
-may. be the design of Providence in regard to themselves or their 


mission, it is the duty of Christians to take it for granted, that the 
cause of missions will prevail, and to resolve, that by the’ help of 


God, and with all reverential submission to his holy dispensationg, 


it shal/ prevail. 

The agents of this Board in London have remitted to Calcutta, 
by the. earliest opportunities, the avails of our several remittances 
tothem. We had calculated, that our missionaries would have re- 
ceived our first remittance at an earlier date than that’ of their last 
letter, as this remittance was sent from London by the earliest 
spring ships of 1813. It could not, we think, be much longer de- 
layed. But, through the kindness of friends whom Providence had 
raised up for them in every place they had visited, there was little 
danger that our brethren would be put to seriots inconvenience by 
any accidental delay of remittances. 

At the conclusion ef their Report, the Committee would direct 
their respectful attention to the Christian public. They need not 
solicit, what will be granted of course and without solicitation, a 
candid perusal of this their annual communication, and of the pa- 
pers which will follow it. All who have contributed to send the 
blessings of the Gospel to the heathen ;—all who love the prosperi- 
ty of Zion, will feel a deep interest in the history of our infant mis- 
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sion, and, we doubt not, will perceive the necessity of continued and 
persevering exertions. The object in view is so transcendantly im. 
portant, as not to admit of any halting or hesitation in the pursuit, 
while any prospect of success remains. Such a prospect will re- 
main, we are persuaded, without suffering even a temporary eclipse, 
till the Gospel shall shed its benign influence on every land. With 
thankful acknowledgment of the many favors shewn by the Chris- 
tian public to this object, and of the many prayers offeréd in its 
behalf, the Committee would animate their fathers and brethren, as 
well as themselves with the exhortation, Be not weary in well-doing 


for in due season we shail reap, if we faint not. 


, 


New-Haven, Sept. 15, 1814. 
. | 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


London, June 30, 1814. 
COMPENDIUM. 


Auxiliary S Branch Societiesin the United Kingdom & adjacent Islands. 


Aux. Branches. Total. 


England, - - 136 100 236 
Wales, ~ - 16 5 21 
Scotland, , + - 35 32 67 
Ireland, - vs 4 62 66 
Isle of Man, - - I 1 
Guernsey, - - 1* 2 l 
Jersey, - - i l 

194 199 ~ 393 


N. B. There i: is reason to believe there are several Branch Societies, 
of which no account has yet béen transmitted to the Parent Institution. 

In addition to the above Societies, there are numerous Bible Asso- 
ciations, consisting chiefly of subscribers of one fenny or two pence 
per week, connected with Auxiliary Societies—which Associations 
have, in some instances, produced thrice the amount of the sub- 
scriptions to the Auxiliary within whose district they are comprised. 


Briere Socreries established in Foreign Parte, encouraged by fiecu- 
niary aid from the British and Foreign Bible Society, or by its ex- 
ample. Also, Editions of the Scriptures printed or firinting by them, 
in various languages and dialects, aided by donations from the same 
Society. . 

EUROPE. 
Bibles. Test, 
1. German Bible Society, instituted at Nurenberg, 
1814, since removed to Basle— 
1 German Bibles (on standing types) « Testaments, 12000 5000 


2 German Bibles on smaller types, » = - - 10000 —— 
3 French Bibles and Testaments, - - 3000 4000 
4 Romanese Testaments, 2000 in each dialect, — 4000 
5 Italian Testaments, - - - - —— 3000 
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II. Bible Society in Berlin, instituted 1805— 
3 Bohemian Bibles, two editions, - - 

: ; Polish. Bibles and Testaments, - = ES 
III. Bible Society at Stockholm, instituted 1809— 
Swedish Bibles and Testaments (on standing types) 
1V. Finnish Bible Society at Abo, instituted 1812— 
Finnish Bibles and Testaments, (on standing types) 
V. Hungarian Bible Society, at Presburgh, insti- 

tuted 1812— 

VI. Bible Society at i aia 1812— 

Lithunian Bibles, 

Vil. Bible Society at Zatich, inatitagell 1812. 

VII{. Wirtembergh Bible Society, instituted at 
Stutgard 1812— 

German Bibles and Testaments, - - 

IX. Bible Society at Halle, instituted 1812. 

X. Gottenburg, instituted 1813. 

XI. Westeras, instituted 1813. 

XIT. Island of Gothland, instituted 1813. 

XIII. St. Petersburg Bible Society, instituted 1813, 
with its Auxiliaries, viz—XIV. Moscow Bible Soci- 
ety—XV. Mittau Bible Society. —XVI. Riga Bible 
Society —X VII. Dorpat Bible Society —X VIII. Revel 
Bible Siaieny —XIX. Jaroslaff Bible Society. 

These have undertaken the printing of the Scrip- 
tures in the ten following languages and dialects : 

1 Calmuc-—-the New Testament, in which language 
the Scriptures were never printed before, _ - 

2 Armenian New Testament. - - 

3 Finnish Bibles and Testaments for the use of the 
Finnish inhabitants in the government of St.Petersburg, 


4 German Bible, with standing types, - 
5 Polish New. Testament, . - - 
6 French Bible, - - - 


7 Sclavonian Bible, for the use of the native Rensianes 

$ Dorpatian Esthonian New Testament _ - 

9 Revalian Esthonian New Testament - 

10 Lettonian, or Lettish New Testament, 

XX. Bible Society at Chur.. 

XXI. Bible Society at Schaffhausen. 

XXII. Bible Society at St. Gall, established in 1813. 

XXIII. English Bible Society in Holland, establish- 
ed in 1814. : 

XXIV. Copenhagen Bible Society, established 1814. 

Total, exclusive of those of which information re- 
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17600 


5000 


2000 


1000 
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2000 


5000 
1000 
5000 
5000 
5060 

10000 





specting the quantities printing hasnot yet beenreceived, 90000 83600 
- N.B. Forty thousand German Testaments, have been printed by 


the Catholic Bible Society in Ratisbon, without the aid of the British 


and Foreign Bible Society. 
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ASIA. 
I. Calcutta Bible Society, instituted in 1811. 
‘ If. Coluribo (in the Island of Ceylon) Bible: Society, instituted in 
812. 
IlI, Bombay Bible Society, instituted in 18153. 
AFRICA. 
I. Mauritius sik Bourbon, Isles of, instituted in 1813. 
IJ. St. Helena, Island of, instituted in 1814. 
| AMERICA. 

XXXVIII. Bible Societies have been established in the United 
States, several of which have received pecuniary aid from the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. 

XXXIX. Louisiana Bible Society, instituted in 1815. 

XL. Quebec Bible Society, instituted in 1812. 

XLI. Nova Scotia Bible Society, established in 1813, with a 
Branch at Liverpool for Queen’s County. 

XLII. ‘Truro Bible Society, instituted in 1810. 

XLIII. Pictou Bible Society, instituted in 1813. 

WEST INDIES. | 

I. Jamaica Auxiliary Bible Society of the People of Colour, in- 
stituted in 1812, 

Making four hundred and four Auxiliary and Branch Societies, By ! 


























within the British Dominions. . 
Bibles and Testaments priced or purchased on the continent of | 
Europe, and sent to various parts for cheap sale or gift : j 
Bisies, 17586. TESTAMENTS, 25940. 
Rditione of the Scriptures printed Sor the Society, previously to the t 
30th of June, 1814. 
Bibles. Testaments, ( 
English, various editions, by stereotype, 363,105 425,706 
Welsh, by ditto, ~ 30,191 70,958 H 
Gaelic, . i ‘ 20,060 20,000 
Irish, by stereotype, - 5,000 s (1 
Manks, by ditto, - ~ 2,000 
French, by ditto, - - 13,000 79,000 ] 
Spanish, - - - 20,000 
Portuguese, ~ ~ - omnninetiiang 20,000 1 
Italian, (now by stereotype) - — 11,000 
Dutch, - 5,000 10,000 3 
Danish, - - - 500 10,000 
German, - - - 3,000 13,000 1 
Greek,ancient & modern, in parallel columns 5,000 
Greek, modern, - - 5,000 
Arabic, ; 2 439 . 
Esquimaux, the four Guapeie, 1,000 tl 
Mohawk, version of St John’s Gospel, 2,000 


The British and Foreign Bible Society-has printed, or aided the 
printing or circulation of the Scriptures, in part, or in the whole, 
in ffiv-five different languages or dialects. 
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Amount of grants of money to promote the object of the Society, and 
value of Bibles and Tcstaments given for various benevolent fur- 
proses, from the Institution of the Society, to the Tenth Annual 
Meeting, May 1814. 





‘ i. 8. d. 

First Year, - - 366 2 +10 
Second Year, - - 800 6 10 
Third Year, ° - 3816 14. 4&4 
Fourth Year, - - 4028 9 0 
Fifth Year, - - 9749 17 oO 
Sixth Year, ~ - 4955 14 O 
Seventh Year, - - 14587 8 7 
Eighth Year, - - 10232 5 1 
Ninth Year, - - 17976 15 2 
Tenth Year, - - 13030 2 7 
Total £79643 15 5 


Issues of Bibles and Testaments by the Seciety, from its commencement - 
to the 30th of June, 1814, 


4 Bibles. Test. Total. 
From March 7, 1804, to Sept. 17, 1805, 
, - None. issued, the Universities not having 
completed their stereotype editions, 
if - From September 17, 1805, to June 15, 
1808, (2 3-4 years ) 323386 74124 106460 


When the present Depository was estab- 
From June 15, 1808, to March 25, 1809, 


(about 9 months ) 21387 28820 50207 
From March 25, 1808, to February 16, 

1810, (nearly 11 months ) 18662 45806 64468 
From February 16, 1810, to March 25, 

1811, (13 months) 33609 69009 102618 
From March 25, 1811, to February 21, . 

1812, (about 11 months) 35690 70738 106423 
From: February 21, to December 31, 

1812, (10 months ) 81319 121261 202580 
From December 3}, 1812, to December 

31, 1813, (one year) 141941 159453 301394 
From December 31, 1813, to June 30, 

1814, (6 months) 61342 74979 136321 





Total issued in Great Britain in 8 3-4 years426286 644185 107047! 
Purchased and issued for the Society on 








the Continent of Europe, 17585 25940 43525 
the Total issued on account of the Society, 344871 670125 1113996 
ple; Printed and printing on the Continent of 1 on 


Europe, by Bible Societies, aided by dona 
Vou. I. No. 5. U 
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tions f-om the British and Foreign Bible | 
Society, - 99000 83600 175600 
N. B. In addition to the above, the Society has expended £1740 
for the distribution by Societies, and confidential Agents, in various 
parts of the Continent, Bibles and Testaments in the French, Ger- 
man, Swedish, and Danish languages, the exact number of which 
cannot be ascertained. 
Nett Annual Receifits and Expenditures of the Society to the 31st of 
March, 1814. 
Receipts includ.Sales of Bib.&Test. Expenditure. 


& 4, As Qs: & 
First Year, | §592 10 5 621. 10 2 
Second Year, $827 10 3 3-4 1637 17 5 1-2 
Third Year, 6998 19 7 5053 18 3 
Fourth Year, 10039 12 O 1-2 12206. 30 $3 1-2 
Fifth Year, 11289 15 3 14565 19 TF 1-4 
Sixth Year, 23337 O 2 1-4 18543 17 1 
Seventh Year, 25998 $3 1 28302 13 7 
Faghth Year, 43532 12 5 1-2 52419 19 7 1-2 
Ninth Year, 76455 1 .0 69496 13 8 
Tenth Year, $7216 6 9 $4652 i 





| 


Total amount, 299287 1 1 267571 L 1 3-4 
Comparing the whole nett receipts and expenditures, up to the 
close of the year ending March 13, 1814, there appears to be a bal- 
ance in favour of the Society of £31716 9s. 11 I-4d. but it is ne- 
cessary to keep a large stock of Bibles and Testaments, together 
with several sets of stereotype plates, in various languages—and 
considering the importance of its object, the Committee, anticipat- 
ing the continued liberal support of Christian benevolence, have en- 
tered into engagements, Domestic and Foreign, to an amount ex- 

ceeding the atove balance. Joseru Tarn, Accountant. 
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MEETING PREPARATORY TO THE to consult together and devise 


FORMATION OF A MORAL SO- 
CIETY IN THE COUNTY OF 
COLUMBIA. 


A wumper of the friends of 
Good Morals, from various parts 
of the county of Columbia, met 
in the city of Hudson, on- the 
evening of the * 2ist Dec. 1814, 


* The Crrcuvir Cour?, and the 
Court of Ornzr and TERMINER, 
held their sittings in this city dur- 
ng thie week. 


some means for the promotion of 
good morals, and the suppression 
of vice. 

After the gentlemen kad con- 
vened, the Throne of Grace was 
addressed for direction in duty, 
and for divine assistance;— 

Jupcre Sampson, of Hudson, 
was called to the Chair, and 
Jupce Wurrrne, of Canaan, ap- 
pointed Secretary. 

After a very interesting con- 
versation upon the subject, the 
icllowing resolutions* and yotes 
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passed unanimously :—1!. That 
this meeting are deeply impress- 
éd themselves, with the convic- 
tion that vice and irrelizion are 
greatly prevalent ; and that it is 
the duty of all the’ friends of lib- 
erty, happiness, and virtue, to 
unite themselves, that by their 
own individual examples and com- 
bined exertions, the progress of 
daring impiety may be arrested ; 
and being informed that the friends 
of order generally in the county 
of Columbia, ardently wished for 
the formation of a Moral Society, 
and were ready to unite their ef- 
forts for the suppression of vice, 
and especially the VIOLATION OF 
THE SABBATH, INTEMPERANCE, 
and pRoFANITY,—The meeting, 
in consideration of the necessity 
of such an institution, and its ac- 
knowledged usefulness,— 

- Resolved, 1. That it is éxpedi- 
ent and practicable at this time 
to form a Moral Society. 

II. That the friends of sucha 
design throughout the county may 
have an opportunity to unite for 
this purpose, and that a distinct 
expression of public opinion may. 
be obtained, Resolved, that the 
Chairman and Secretary of this. 
meeting be requested to address 
letters circular to the friends of 
good morals in the various towns. 
in this county, requesting them 
to meet at the Court-house in the 
city of Hudson, on the second 
Tuesday of January, 1815, at two 
o’clock in the afternoon, for the 
purpose of forming a Moral So- 
ciety, and adopting a Constitution, 
and that notice of this meeting 
be given in the newspapers pub- 
lished in this city. 

Ill. That a Committee of five 
persons be appointed for the pur- 
pose of forming a Constitution, to 


be presented at the general :meet- 


ing for adoption, on the second. 


‘Tuesday in January next. 


1V. That Ezra Sampson, Jonn- 


Wuitine, Hezexian Dayron, 
and Rosert H. Van ReEwnsss- 
LAER, Esquires, and the Rev. 
Joun Cuegsrer, be this Com- 
mittee. 

V. Resolved, That the pro- 
ceedings of this meeting be pub- 
lished in the Columbia Magazine. 

[The meeting then dissolved. | 


The following letter has been sent 
by the Committee, agreeably to 
the eccond Resolve, to various 
individuals in the resfiective 
towne in the county. 


Hupson, 22d Dec. 1814. 
Srr,—In compliance with the 
above Resolutions, we take the 


liberty to request your attendance 


for the purpose of forming a 
Moral Society, on the second 
Tuesday of ganuary, 1815. We 
beg your prompt attention to this 
most important object; and that 
you would interest yourself to in- 
form your friends and neighbours 
of the contemplated meeting, that 
it be as numerous and respecta- 
ble as its object is vast and im- 
portant. 4 
We are your’s, &c. 
Ezra Sampson, 
Joun WHITING. 


In offering this account of the 
above meeting, we beg leave 
most respectfully to call the atten- 
tion of our readers to the object 
which is presented It is: worthy 
of the serious contemplation of 
all who wish to assist in promot- 
ing the temporal and immortal 
interests of their fellow men, and 
of honouring God and his holy 
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law. ‘The subject which is now 
brought before the religious pub- 
lic, is of vast copsequence. The 
question is now to be decided, 
whether there is sufficient virtue 
in this part of the community to 
combine for the Lonour of public 
morals and. general happiness. 
The season is propitious. The 
friends-of. the dearest interest of 
society and of religion, have been 
excited to attend to this deeply 
interesting subject. The fervor 
of Christian benevolence has dis- 
covered itself in yarious parts of 
this community. While its ar- 
dour lasts, let it be cherished and 


directed. The union that is con- 


templated, is not intended to in- 
terfere with the rights of men. It 
will not extend to private con- 
duct ; but it is designed to com- 
bine the good against those pub- 
lic enormities—those gross vio- 
Jations of our laws and the Divine 
law, which threaten to inyolve 
us in blank infidely and utter 
ruin. The state of the times 
demand such exertions. Magis- 
trates need the pledged and cer- 
tain support of good men, to en- 
able them to execute the laws 
with effect. The interest of the 
rising generation loudly call for 
some measures, dictated by pru- 
dence, and pursued with all 
the caution of wisdom, and all 
the constancy of virtue, that shall 
enlist public sentiment against 
public licentiousness. There are 
many common and fashionable 
vices and sins, which will disap- 
pear under the frowns of the 
moral part of community, when 
their indignation 1s apparent, and 
their sentiments are plainly ex- 
pressed. Vice is daring oply in 
proportion as it is tolerated. It 
is cowardly in its nature, and 


shrinks under the ‘eye of public 
contempt. : 

_ If a Moral Society can do ne 
more, it will have accomplished 
much if it produces such a com- 
bination, and such an expression 
of public opinion. Men may 
ridicule. religion ; but their. re- 
gard for their reputation, their 
hatred of disapprobation, will of- 
ten induce them to avoid those 
sins from which their own prin- 
ciples might not restrain them. 

Besides, where men unite up- 
on any subject, their very com- 
bination strengthens and encour- 
ages them to duty. They feel 
supported while they caution, re- 
buke, or punish. - They will feel 
less temptation to shrink from 
duty. They will be bolder in ex- 
pressing themselves against vice. 
Public opinion will be more. dis- 
tinct, and o course public mor- 
als will improve. 

In every point of view. this 
conclusion will result, that it is 
the duty of all to assist in making” 
the contemplated experiment.— 
It is true that it will require self- 
denial, prudences and diligence : 
but the object may be accom- 
plished. It will meet with oppo- 
siticn; but it is believed that it 
will find that support which will 
silence the impertinence of wit, 
and effectually stop the mockery 
of the profane. 

It is ardently wished that the 
meeting on the second Tuesday 
of this month may be fully at- 
tended. Let us at least give the 
subject the serious contemplation 
which it confessedly deserves. 
It is to be composed of men of 
all political and religious senti- 
ments. There must be, there 
can be, no fearty here.—-We trust 
the design of such an institution 
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has been derived-from the truest 
patriotism ; ; which, in consider- 
ing the happiness of community, 
and the immortal interests of 
souls, has risen superior to those 
less important subjects, upon 
which good men may honestly 
differ. 

Let us then begin this year 
with the attempt to glorify our 
heavenly Father, and to promote 
the social felicity of our fellow- 
men. Epirors. 

January \st, 1815. 


i 
CONNECTICUT BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Corresponding Commit- 
tee conclude their Address of the 
6th of October last, to the Agents 
and Members of the Connecticut 
Bible Society, as follows :—— 

“ Your Committee have the 
pleasure to assure you, that the 
same Proviglence has _ greatly 
smiled on your laudable exer- 
tions. Since they last addressed 
you, they have purchased and 
distributed 2500 Bibles, which, 
with those distributed in former 
years, considerably exceed 10,000. 
The manner of these distribu- 
tions may be learned from the 
last Annual Report of the Direct- 
ing Committee. From this Re- 
port you will perceive, that your 
charities have not been bestowed 
in vain. Thousands are now in- 
voking the blessings of heaven 
on the Bible Societies of this and 
other parts of the world. Many, 
it is confidently hoped, have, 
through your instrumentality, 
been made to bow to the cross, 
and are now pursuing the way of 
holiness, towards those mansions 
of glory, where. both the- giver 
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‘ 
and receiver shall meet, and sing 
the song of Moses and the Lamb. 
We declare this with assurance, 
from the gratitude with which 
your gifts have been received, 
and from the earnest entreaties 
of many for the continuance of 
your chariules. Brethren, we in- 
treat you still to ‘ abound in the 
work of the Lord.” You are not 
alone. ‘Kings are becoming 
nursing fathers, and queens nurs- 
ing mothers to the church.’ The 
zeal of the friends of Zion is 
gradually increasing. We look 
forward to the day, when ¢ the 
earth shall be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea.” We rely with 
confidence upon the fervency of 
your zeal, prayers, and exer- 
tions ; we pray you to examine 
the importance of the cause, and 
to support it by your liberality, as 
the Lord hath blessed you. Give 
of your abundance unto Him who 
will, in due time, repay you 
double for all your labours of 
love 


—ea 
ANECDOTE, 


FATAL IMPRECATION, 


The following authentic rela- 
tion is from a British publication, 
and is intended to deter all per- 
sons from calling down the ven- 
geance of God, or taking his ho- 
ly name in vain. 


Thursday, January 25th, 1753, 
Ruth Pierce, of Powtern, agreed 
with three other women to buy 
a sack of wheat; one of the 
three collecting the money, and 
discovering some wanting, de- 
manded it of Ruth Pierce, whe 
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said she had paid her share, and wish, with some money conceal- 
rashly wished she might drop ed in her hand, to the amaze 
ie down dead if she had not ; which and terror of the crowded mar- 
she instantly didon repeating her ket.” 
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tty For the Columbia Magazine. 


KrnpERHOOK, Dec. 13th, 1814. 


~~ 


MY DEAR Sik, 


I send you the following Hymn for * Erteuany, which I took 
down from the mouth of a person who had learned it from an old 
newspaper. I think it sublime. If you think proper, you will in- 
sert it in your next Magazine. A.G. W. 


Brighest and best of the sons of the morning, 
Shine op our darkness and lend us thine aid; 

Star of the East, th’ horizon adorning, 

Show where the infant Redeemer is laid. 


ee — — Saar ae ee ill 





| Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall, 
; Angels adore him, in slumber reclining, 
i! Maxzr, and Monarcs, and Saviour of ali! 


Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining, 


~ —— 


Say, shall we offer, in costly devotion 


Odours of Edom and honours divine ? 2 


Gems from the mountain, and pearls from the ocean, 
’ Myrrh from the forest, and gold from the mine? 


So 


Vaisnly we offer in ample oblation, 

Vainly with gold would his favour secure ; 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 
{ Dearer io God are the prayers of the poor. 


Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
Shme on our darkness and lend us thine aid ; 
‘ Star of the East, th’ horizon adorning, 
. Skew where the infant Redeemer is Jaid. 


* Eprpeanxr. A festival celebrated the twelfth day after Cuties 
MAS, #m commemoration of our Saviour’s being manifested to the 


world by the afifiearance of @ MIRACULOUS STAR, EDs. 
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HYMN FOR THE FIRST SUNDAT 
AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 


Luke ii. 


Abash’d be all the boast of age ! 
Be hoary Learning dumb ! 
Expounder of the mystic page, 

Behold an Infant come ! 


Oh, Wisdom! whose coequal 
power 
Before the Almighty stood, 
Toframein Nature’s earliest hour, 
The land, the sky, the flood ; 


Yet didst thou not disdain awhile 
An infant form to wear ; 

To bless thy mother with a smile, 
And lisp thy falter’d prayer : 


But, in thy Father’s own abode, 
With Israel’s elders round, 

In converse high with Israel’s God 
Thy chiefest joy was found. 


So may our youth adore thy name! 
And, Teacher, deign to bless 
With fostering grace the timid 

flame 


Of early holiness. 
[ Christ. Obs. 


eet 


ANOTHER, ON THE SAME 0CCA- 
SION. 


By cool Siloam’s shady fountain, 
How sweet the lily grows! 
How sweet the breath on yonder 
mountain 
Of Sharon’s dewy rose ! 


Lo! such the Child whose young 
devotion 
The paths of peace has trod ; 
Whose secret soul’s instinctive 
motion 


Tends upward to his God. 
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By cool Siloam’s shady fountain. 
The lily must decay : 
The rose that blooms on yonder 
mountain 
Must shortly fade away. 


A little while-—the bitter morrow 
Of man’s maturer age 
Will shake the soul with cank’r- 
ing sorrow, 
And passion’s stormy rage. 


Oh Thou ! whose every year, un- 
tainted, 
In changeless virtue shone, 
Preserve the flowers thy grace has 
planted, 
And keep them still thine own! 
[ Ibid. 


For the Columbia Magazine. 
THE REQUEST. 


Eternal Sovereign, King of kings, 
Thy goodness we’d adore ; 
Teach us to do thy holy will, 
And keep in mind thy pow’r. 


Preserve us, O eternal God, 

From each besetting sin, 

Keep us from ev’ry wand’ring 
course, . 

That we too oft have been. 


Tothee, O Lord, our hearts are 
known, 

Thou see’st that they are vile ; 

How weak ournobler passions are, 

While sin our minds defile, 


Glitt’ring allurements, false and 
vain, 

Have caus’d us oft to stray 

Thro’ thickets drear and horrid 
wilds, 

Far from the narrow wav. 


nice, 
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Oh keep us free from satan’s 
wiles! 

From ev’ry passion fell— 

Restrain with care our wand’ring 
minds, 

Let us no more rebel. 


O grant thy presence to our souls; 
Disperse survounding gloom : 

© may we do thine holy will, 
»Till thou convey us home. 


Where’er we go thro’ this dark 
vale, 

Oh keep us near thy side ; 

Grant us whatever strength we 
need, 

“And be our constant guide.” 


Whatever woe, whatever cross, 
Thou shalt see fit to send ; 

O keep us, that we stray no more, 
*Till this shert life shall end. 


Then wilt thou guide us safely 
through 

"The gloomy vale of death ; 

And give to us the victory 

O’er all the pow’rs beneath. 


Sweet songs of joy to thee we'll 
raise, 
And soft melodious strains 
Shall echo thro’ the courts above, 
And all the heav’nly plains. 
_ V. 





OBITUARY. 


Died, at Salem, (Mass.) in 
Dec. last, the Honorable and 
Reverend Danie Hopkins, pD.D. 
aged 80. He was a brother of 
the celebrated SamurL Hopkins, 
whose System of Divinity has 
been received with uncommon 


favour in New-England. The 


deceased minister of Salem was 
appointed in July, 1775, a mem- 
ber of the Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts, and in 1778, the 
year of his ordination, was a 
member of the Council in the 
Conventional Government, which 
was appointed before the Consti- 
tution of the State was framed 
and adopted. He was an accom- 
plished gentleman, esteemed for 
early patriotism, and beloved by 
the people of his charge. They 
6pened a house of worship for 
him, and have lately erected for 
him one of the most ornamental 
churches in America. 


mma 


SHOCKING DUEL. 


One of the most tragical oc- 
currences in the annals of duel- 
ling, lately took place in Camden 
county, (N.C.)—Mr. Pollard Da- 
vis, midshipman, and Mr. Rich- 
ard C. Gregory, sigeon’s mate, 
both of the U.S. ship Constella- 
tion, for some unhappy animosity 
subsisting between them, were 
instigated to meet for the horrid 
purpose of taking away each oth- 
er’s lives, or in the fashionable 
cant of the day, to decide their 
controversy in an honourable man- 
ner. ‘They met at the time and 
place appointed, with pistols— 
the first fire was ineffectual—but 
the second, alas! was fatal to 
both!! Mr. Davis received his 
antagonist’s ball in his right side, 
fell, and almost instantly expired ; 
whilst his ball penetrated Mr. 
Gregory’s skull a little above the 
temple, and shattered it in such 
a manner, that he survived only 
until the evening of the follow- 
ing day. 
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